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Start: November 3, morning 
End: November 7, afternoon 
Location: Santa Fe and Albuquerque, NM, and Environs 
Spaces Remaining: 
Maximum: 14 people 
Members-Only cost per person: $475 
            
 

A Passion for Petros! 
November 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 2021 

 
This is a carpool trip limited to 14 individuals. 
 
Join us as we spend five days and six nights in the Santa Fe and Albuquerque 
area of New Mexico. This landscape is abundant with petroglyphs, those 
powerful cultural symbols on rock faces, from “those who came before”, dating 
from Archaic through Historic times.   
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We will have private guided tours, exploring several petroglyph-rich locations 
each of four days. Snacks and water will be supplied daily for all the site 
excursions. The fifth day ties it all together, with an understanding of the people 
who created the petroglyphs, as we hear from their descendants, the current 
Puebloans. 
 
The hikes are short, but can be moderately steep, so sturdy shoes and hiking 
poles are recommended.  Bring a hat, sunscreen and whatever else helps you 
stay comfortable and healthy. 
 
For convenience and ease of logistics, we encourage you to stay at the 
following: 
 
In Santa Fe: Nov 2, 3, 4             
The Sage Hotel  
Group rate $123.51 per night, includes taxes, breakfast and parking.  
725  Cerillos Road                                            
505-982-5952   
Use “Verde Valley Archaeology” to identify our group and get the discount. 
https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=64099&Chain=6235&arrive=11/2/2021&d
epart=11/5/2021&adult=1&child=0&promo=VVV 
Hourly shuttle to the Plaza. Restaurant on site. 
 
In Albuquerque:  Nov 5, 6, 7 
Nativo Lodge 
Nightly rate $149.50, includes taxes and parking, 2 beverages and in-room snacks.    
6000 Pan American Fwy NE 
855-997-8221 
https://www.nativolodge.com/       
Please contact our Excursion Manager, Dale Bellisfield at 201-759-5134 for your 
personal reservation number. 
               
A detailed itinerary will be provided after you register.  We recommend all 
attendees be fully vaccinated against COVID. The schedule may change based 
on weather and COVID, but here’s what we’ve planned-- 
 
Day 1 Wednesday November 3, Santa Fe                                                                
La Cieneguilla Petroglyphs                                                                                                
Arrive the day before into Santa Fe. This morning, after breakfast on our own, we 
will gather at a convenient location, and caravan to a site near the Santa Fe 
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Airport. This site is an area overseen by the Bureau of Land Management, and 
home to a large collection of rock art, with over 4,400 recorded images. Most of 
the images are Puebloan from the 13th to the 17th century.  
 
At 10:00 AM, a BLM archaeologist will guide us on a two to three-hour adventure, 
on this 1 mile trail, with some steep patches of about a 100’ ascent. After our 
exploration, we return to Santa Fe to explore the city and its dining delights, on 
our own, or with the group.  
 
There are many wonderful places to visit, including the Georgia O’Keefe Museum, 
the Museum of International Folk Art, the New Mexico Museum of Art, the 
Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian, the shops and galleries on Canyon 
Road, and the Palace of the Governors where a rotating group of Native artisans 
sells jewelry daily from 10-5 
 
Day 2 Thursday November 4, Santa Fe                                                           
Wells Petroglyph Preserve at Mesa Prieta                                                   
& Black Mesa Winery Petroglyph Trail                                                                                                                             
After breakfast on our own, we will gather at a convenient location, and caravan 
to a mesa site about 40 miles north of Santa Fe in Lyden, New Mexico. This site 
has over 100,000 petroglyphs and several features of ancient habitation, including 
shrines, check dams, grid gardens and other structures. Most of the images 
represent three distinct time periods—Archaic, Pueblo IV and Historic. The 
greatest number are from the Pueblo IV/Ancestral Puebloan (1300 AD to 1600 
AD) period, and are related to ritual or ceremony, including numerous sun 
calendars and solar markers.  
 
At 9:30, we’ll arrive at the site, on private land, where docents will split us into 
two groups, per their Covid restrictions, and guide us on a three-hour hike. This is 
a minimally difficult ¾ mile trail, the only trail currently open. There is about a 100 
foot elevation gain on a rocky basalt surface.  
 
After completing this hike, we will caravan nearby for a local Mexican take-out 
lunch, before continuing our adventure a few miles north, to refresh ourselves 
the Black Mesa Winery. There, in addition to enjoying a tour and tasting of their 
New Mexico wines and hard ciders from their vineyards (included in the trip cost), 
we can also see petroglyphs on their nearby trail! There are non-alcoholic 
beverages available, and light snacks. At our leisure, we return to Santa Fe to 
explore the city and its dining delights, on our own, or with the group. This is our 
last night in Santa Fe. 
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Day 3 Friday November 5, Albuquerque                                                  
Petroglyph National Monument                
After breakfast on our own, we will check out of our Santa Fe lodgings, gather 
early at a convenient location, and caravan about 60 miles south, towards 
Albuquerque. We will arrive at the Visitor’s Center in the Petroglyph National 
Monument, about 9 miles west of Albuquerque. Here, we will meet our guide at 
9AM to begin a two-day visit of one of the largest petroglyph sites in an urban 
area.  
 
Of the 25,000+ petroglyphs within the monument’s boundary, it’s estimated that 
90% were created by ancestors of today’s Puebloan peoples, who have lived in 
the Rio Grande Valley area since before 500 AD. Many of the petroglyphs were 
carved during an increase in population around 1300 until the late 1600s. After 
the Spanish arrival, the petroglyph production diminished.  
 
A small percentage of the images predate the Puebloans, possibly dating as early 
as 2000 BCE. During our two days here, we will explore all three of the petroglyph 
trails--the Rinconada Canyon, the Boca Negra Canyon, and the Piedras Marcadas 
Canyon. No hike is longer than 2.5 miles round-trip, and each of the three trails 
has 100 to 400 visible petroglyphs. Although short, some of the trails are steep 
and moderately strenuous.  
 
After an orientation at the Visitors Center by our guide, we will caravan to two 
canyon sites on today’s agenda. Restrooms are available at the visitor’s center 
and at one of the sites. After about 3 to 4 hours among the petroglyphs, we are 
free to check into our lodging, then explore Old Town Albuquerque’s many 
contemporary sites and sights.  
 
Some places of interest in Albuquerque include the ABQ BioPark botanical garden, 
the Planetarium at the New Mexico Museum of Natural History & Science, the 
American International Rattlesnake Museum, and many galleries and shops in Old 
Town. A favorite is Cowboys & Indians Antiques, offering a fine collection of 
authentic Native, Mexican and Western objects, jewelry and books. 
 
Day 4 Saturday November 6, Albuquerque                                          
Petroglyph National Monument    
After breakfast on our own, we will gather at a convenient location and caravan 
again to the Visitors Center in the Petroglyph National Monument, to meet our 
guide at 9AM. From there, we will caravan to the third canyon trail and explore its 
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unique petroglyphs in this 2 mile loop trail. This trail is easy to moderately 
strenuous, with three slight inclines. It will be a two to three hour visit. 
 
Once completed, we are again free to enjoy Albuquerque’s delights on our own, 
or with the group. 
 
Day 5 Sunday November 7, Albuquerque  
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center  
After breakfast on our own, we will gather at a convenient location and caravan 
to Albuquerque’s Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, a gateway to the 19 New Mexico 
pueblos. These are all currently closed to visitors due to Covid. Here, we will meet 
with the Cultural Educator at 10 AM, who will speak to us on the history, culture 
and traditions of the Puebloan people, as we tour the museum. We will then 
attend a traditional (Northern Plains) dance performance at noon, followed by a 
lunch of indigenous foods (included in this trip cost) at the Indian Pueblo Kitchen 
on site. This will complete our tour. 
                                                                                                                                     
 
 

 

 


